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Executive Women in Government 

Summit 

2022 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

7:30am – 8:30am: Registration and Breakfast 

 

 

8:30am – 9:15am 

 Welcome – (Kerwin II) 
o EWG President Cynthia Whittenburg, former Deputy Executive Assistant Commissioner 

for Trade, Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 

o Vicky Wilkins, American University (AU) School of Public Affairs 

 

 Keynote Address 

o Kiran Ahuja, Director, Office of Personnel Management 

 

 

9:15am – 9:30am – Transition to Session A 

 

 

9:30am – 10:30am:  Session A (Select one) 

 

 Managing within a volatile changing work environment (Kerwin II) 

o Cynthia Whittenburg, former Deputy Executive Assistant Commissioner for Trade, CBP 

(Moderator) 

o Carol Cave, Deputy Associate Commissioner, Office of Regulatory Affairs, Food and 

Drug Administration 

o Kristyn Kelly Shapiro, Section Chief Talent Acquisition and Placement, Federal Bureau 

of Investigation 

o Love Rutledge, Chief of Staff, Department of Defense (DOD), Force Readiness 

 

 Women in … 
 

o Defense (Classroom 3) 

 Jennifer Miller, Director of Staff, Secretary of US Air Force 

 Gwendolyn Sykes, CFO, US Secret Service and Professor, AU’s School of Public 

Affairs  

 

o Finance (Classroom 4) 

 Peggy Sherry, Principal Deputy Comptroller/CFO, Office of the Comptroller of the 

Currency 

 Kelly Lay, Director, Office of Examination and Insurance, National Credit Union 

Administration 
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 Cyber (Classroom 5) 

 Bobbie Stempfley, former Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and DOD cyber 

and technology executive 

 Sasha O’Connell, Executive in Residence, AU’s School of Public Affairs and former 

Federal Bureau of Investigation executive 

 

 

10:30 – 11:00 am – Transition to Session B (Coffee break) 

 

 

11:00am – noon:  Session B (Select one) 

 

 Navigating a Hill Engagement (Kerwin II) 

o Connie LaRossa, former Deputy Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, DHS 

(Moderator) 

o Kamela White, Clerk, Homeland Security Subcommittee, Senate Appropriations  

o Jessica Barry, Majority Clerk, Legislative Branch Subcommittee, Senate Appropriations 

o Tara McFeely, former Budget Director, Senate Select Committee on Intelligence  

 

 Women in … 
 

o Cultural/Historic Preservation (Classroom 3) 

 Paula DePriest, Deputy Director of the Smithsonian’s Museum Conservation Institute 

 Liz Tunick, Manager of Global Cultural Programs in the Office of International 

Relations at the Smithsonian Institution 

 

o Law Enforcement (Classroom 4) 

 Susan Ocampo, Deputy Assistant Inspector General for Investigations, Department of 

Transportation Office of the Inspector General 

 Jamie Holt, Acting Special Agent in Charge, Homeland Security Investigations 

 

o Communication (Classroom 5) 

 Jalina Porter, Principal Deputy Spokesperson, U.S. Department of State (State) 

 Valerie Mattison Brown, Chief Strategy Officer for the Veterans Health 

Administration  

 

 

12:00 pm – 12:15 pm – Transition to Lunch 

 

 

12:15 pm – 1:15 pm – Lunch (Katzen Arts Center, Rotunda) 

 

 Suited for Change 

o Ellen McClain, former EWG President, former Deputy Assistant Secretary for 

Transborder, DHS (Introduction) 

o Liz Reinert, Executive Director, Suited for Change 
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1:15 pm – 1:30 pm – Transition to Afternoon Sessions 

 

 

1:30 pm – 2:30 pm: Session C (Select one) 

 

 LeadHERship in Government:  Leading Change for Impact (Kerwin II) 

o Christina Schiavone, Partnership for Public Service 

 

 Women in … 

o Privacy (Classroom 3) 

 Shannon Dahn, Chief, Privacy Section, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation  

 Claire Stapleton, Privacy Program Manager at the Federal Deposit Insurance 

Corporation 

 

o Information Technology (Classroom 4) 

 Karen Matragrano, Deputy CIO, Department of Interior 

 

 Work-Life Balance (Classroom 5) 

o Ellen McClain, former EWG President, and former DHS executive 

 

 

2:30 pm – 2:45 pm – Transition to Session D (Coffee break) 

 

 

2:45 pm – 3:45 pm: Session D (Select one) 

 

 Career Transitions (Kerwin II) 
o Patricia Cogswell, EWG Vice President and former Deputy Administrator, TSA 

(Moderator) 

o Kelli Ann Burriesci, Deputy Under Secretary, Office of Strategy, Policy and Plans 

Department of Homeland Security 

o Sunayna Tuteja, Chief Innovation Officer, Federal Reserve System 

o Claire Grady, former Under Secretary for Management and Acting Deputy Secretary, 

DHS 

 

 Women in… 
 

o CT/Diplomacy (Classroom 3) 

 Hilary Batjer-Johnson, Deputy Coordinator for Homeland Security, Screening, and 

Designations, Bureau of Counterterrorism, State 

 Abby Johnson, NCTC Executive Director 

 

o Intelligence (Classroom 4) 

 Christy Monaco, former Chief Ventures Officer, National Geospatial Intelligence 

Agency  
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o Innovation (Classroom 5) 

 Polly Hall, Senior Advisor to the DHS Chief Procurement Officer  

 Julie Brewer, Executive Director of the Office of Innovation and Collaboration, DHS 

Science and Technology 

 

 

3:45 pm – 4:15 pm – Transition to Session E 

 

 

4:15 pm – 5:15 pm: Session E (Select one) 

 

 Outward Mindset (Kerwin II) 
o Laura Dwinnell, Senior Consultant, Arbinger Institute 

 

 Women in… 

 

o DE&I (Classroom 3) 

 Kim Walton, Former Executive Assistant Administrator for Enterprise Support, TSA 

 Karen Comfort, U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) acting Chief Employee 

Experience Officer 

 

o Science (Classroom 4) 

 Kathryn Coulter Mitchell, Senior Official Performing the Duties of the Under 

Secretary, DHS Science and Technology  

 Jerri Marr, Superintendent of Colonial National Historic Park, National Park Service 

 

o Public Health (Classroom 5) 

 Michelle Davis, Health Policy Executive, U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services 

 

 

5:15 pm – 5:30 pm – Transition to Evening Reception 

 

 

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm – Evening Reception (Katzen Arts Center, Rotunda) 

 

 

6:30 pm – Event End 


